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lend the virtues of sherris-sack is the first qualiuca-
ion in an instructor of youth. " If I had a thousand
ions," says he, " the first humane principles I would
;each them should be to forswear thin potations, and
to addict themselves to sack "; and further: " There's
never none of these demure boys come to any proof;
for thin drink doth so over-cool their blood, and
making many fish-meals, that they fail into a kind
of male green sickness; and then when they marry
they get wenches: they are generally fools and
cowards, which some of us should be too but for
inflammation." There can be no doubt that Falstaif
did not in early life over-cool his blood, but addicted
himself to sack, and gave the subject a great part of
his attention for all the remainder of his days. ^

It may be that he found die subject too absorbing
to allow of his giving much attention to old Father
Antic the Law. At any rate, he was never called to
the Bar, and posterity cannot be too thankful that his
great mind was not lost in " the abyss of legal
eminence " which has received so many men who
might have adorned their country. That^ he was
fitted for a brilliant legal career can admit of no
doubt. His power of detecting analogies in cases
apparently different, his triumphant handling of
cases apparently hopeless, his wonderful readiness in
reply, and his dramatic instinct, would have made
him a powerful advocate. It may have been owing
to difficulties with the Benchers of the period over
questions of discipline, or it may have been a distaste
for the profession itself, which induced him to throw
up the law and adopt the profession of arms.

We know that while he was still at Clement's Inn
he was page to Lord Thomas Mowbray, who was
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